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Tal, who reſolves, like the noble — 


Mr. Alexander Lade, Miniſter at St, Andrews. 


; * Gundis "Sr ug: A unn 
| May: 1725 


by. a Pdpiſh implicite Faith, | but-tb! ſearch 
| — that he may know: bir 


il they be agrecable td, and fbunded upon | 
macles of the great Gad, NM. 5] 
ty to baptize them, beine F Devils, would | 
conſider, whether; he falls under that 

| My Chirgerot: Changing the Truthof God into 
a Lie, Row. 1. or of paring Light bt Darkneſs, 


IB bollow ing . 5 one ofithele 
+ + Sermons which were- 

E iEfodany by Mr. A. A; * befoſe the laſt 
.' Commilhon of the General 
+ Whether the Charge was jult or i in. 
jurious, 255 ſubmir to the judgment of every imp 


not to ſwk lan dem Doctrines he reads 


SET. 


the Trial of that Bar. If tlie Doctrines 


oed i not ſtand before: the Lam and i be Ty, 


ler them periſh, as having no Truth in them; but 
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do well to 


ang Darkcheſs for Lig 
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$6 
J have obſerved it to . the Practict of ſome, to 


raiſe à mighty — and Cry againſt certain Men, 
e DT 
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charged with He- 
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Tus, and or ere 


„ 
ures, and our approven | 
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I humbly 
zu Church; 7 
irt in the Defence of Truth, ought firſt to make 
it evident, beyond Contradiftion, That ſuch Er- 
vors ate veited, and by whom, or in what Books 
dand then to refure them ſolidly from Scripture and 
Reaſon. > This, I apprepend, is the molt-habile Way, 
- both of gaining them that have gone aſide from che 

- ruth; and of guarding others againſt the Infection 
| 6: ir Principles; but to make a Pother and 
Noiſe of Error, without ſuch a particular 


E * -O dies the Lord, I found his Countenanee in tbe 
Delivery of the following Diſeourſe. I know he 


Condeſeenſion and Confutation, is but like the | 


„Trumpeter v1 g an uncertaĩn Sound in hi il 
Ele, who (halt prepare himlelf to Battle? P 


4 


[ſealed it upon the Hearts of ſome, who, Im per- 
zſwwaded in Charity, know the Voice of the great 
. . Shepherd. : I he ſhall alſo accompany it with the 
Light aud Rover of his Spirit in Reading, it will 
more than compenſate all my Pains and Labour. 
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SERMON 


Preached at the Sermon of Strath- 
ngo, May 1oth, Wade: Ny 
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Nu : Upon Tale li. 18. 


Then folk he him % in bis A rms, | and. 3 


— 
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Mlejed God, 


N ths ati Context, from vate ve, 
and downward, we have the following Parti- © 
culars recorded concetning Simeon, of whom . 
my Text ſpeaks; Firſt, We have an Account 
bar af \ Verſe 25th, HF. t and de- 
, "vout Man, t at*is, one that. Ky Ie Ci 
the Duries of the Firf and Second Table of the Law, 
Juſt towards Man, and: devout towards Cod. 
Sie That there are no barren; Branches in Chriſt” - 


the true Vine: T hey that have believed in bim, will be 
Lat: to maintain a9 * — will have 7 a 


cience f 


22. 
who 


"© i 


. 0 - 
2 1 
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belt to oll - Ew 8 Bay of F 
, Das been; wid will ke the Mater 2 
Gtotinci of Conſontion to All BeHevers, in all 


nl 
nen 0 Abs 
aud Periods of Time; A bleſſed are all ibey tom 
wait for him, for they (Pall not be confounded, A- 
nother Part of his Character is, That the Holy Ghoſt 
vat wpon him; and that both, as 2 Spirit of Prop becy, 

and a Spirit af Hulineſs: It is the Privilege of all true 
Believers, That they have the Spirit af Clog 4 

God reſting upon them, 1 Pet. 16 10 : 24ly, We have 
here a Promiſe made to Simeon, Verſe 26. And it 


dau revealed tc bim by che Holy Ge,, that he ſhould , 
not ſee Death, before he had ſeen the Lord's Chri In 


this Promiſe, Simeon ſaw him by the Eye of Faith, 


before he ſaw him by the Eye of his Body, Mule, 


That Faith's Views of Chriſt in the Promiſe, makes 
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89s He ſed He ig 


— Evita * 

{ Jos © 

with Prailh'that 2 

to the Land of 
Harp p 


with 


1 accordingly my Text gives an Accotint of its JF: 


2 


. is be that bas i his naked ord 1 
wr as he bran; brake” 5 4 ord te 


and Heart at once. 45 dly, That a true Beſiever loves. 
W A 


£0 Night between 
' mentsbetwixt Chriſt and Believers ; he carries Fo . 


| 2 did fill him 


* 


: 


tompliſhmene. ' O Sirs, venture on God's 15 
bf Promiſe, and look on ic as the b N N 


Man; yea, it is impoſſible for Mm to he. 24, "That ' 


- Believers, they will find God not dnl as good, bur 


better than his Word, hen he comes, His own 
Time, to make out his Promiſe to'them; © Simeon 
Had-a Promiſe, That he ſhould only ſee the A fab, 
before he died; but we find, that he Ker nope than, 
à bare Sight of him for he gets him' in His 


Chriſt ſo well, that fould put him in his y 

Heart. 5 here takes Chril in his Artus, 1 ; 

hys him in his Boſom, as near His Heart A % 
Wo 


could bring him : So the Spouſe, Song i. 13. 
Beloved ig to ne as 4 Bundle of , be [ba 
ny Breaſts. - Ol the mutyal | En 


as Lambs in his Boſom, 


and they carry the Lam 


| "of Godin their Boſom, /. xl. 11. © 42bh, That: 


Faith's Embraces of Chritt are ſo ſweer, that they 
render the Proſpect of Death not only 7641), 50 he. nh 


- defirable to the Believer; Simeon here, 


gets Chxiſt in his Arms, is content, hit Uni 
on betwirt his Soul and Body ſhould be diffolved.* 


But paſſing all theſe; *he Doctrine T "deſign, to 


to at the Time is this 
1 TRINE, That Faith Embracet "of. L 
Griff fills the Month with Praiſe. Simeon took hi 
in his Arms, and bleſſed God, where, as 1 to d. 
ou,” it was the Arm of Faith claſped about Chrilt, 


clas 2 and Aae Ph 1 
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80 
In TE SHA RS this Dodine," 1 hall, 3 
divine Aſſiſtance, rf, Speak a lit de Sünde ' that * 
Arm of Faith which embraces Chriſt. adh 


Believer's Heart and Mouth, when be gets Orilt: 
in his Arms. 34h, Whence is it, that Faith Em 
bpftaees of Gui do thus fill the Heart and Moutty 
wich Praiſe. by, Apply the vel... 

"As to the 1 f, 2 Concerni chat 2 of Faith 
Which gt. een) I woit = 
ir ig, (2) an Arm it 3.) Ho 
it e Chriſt, #% 79) * a 

For the Firf, Lhayenot Tims at preſent; to open 


up the Nature of Faith at any Length; all 1 hal? 


do, is only, in a few Particulars, don] hät 1. 


ſuppoſes and n 1f, Then it phinly ſuppo- 


re ly there is 4 Gif or Grant of Chriſt made te 
Sinnirs, 


is the free Offer and Call of the Geſpel Re- 


cdivitig neceſſarily ſuppoſes a' wr and to take 
what is not given, is but Theft, Ro or vi- 
tious Intromiſſion; Fobn vi. 32. Saith Chritt there 
to à promi done Multitude, the greateſſ Part of 
whom were Uabchevers, as is evident from the Sc 
quel of the Chapter, My Father givet h you the tras 
Bread which is nn th Hea hs where tis Ting That 
Giving and Offert 
with this 9 5 y, That che Gift ox 
Grant of Chriſt in the Word to Sinners, is th 
Grdund upon which the Offer is made: We 2 
That God bath given the Earth to the Suns f Hen; 
that is, he made a Grant of it 4 to be 
uſed aud poſſeſſed . them; by Virtue of this 
Grant, before the Earth 2 to 2 fully peopled, 
when a. Man came to a Piece of- and,” aud ſet his 
Foes upen It, he 88 uſe it Six 
(OM 


os 
ſome of theſe Songs of. Praiſe, which reatlily ll the 


ſhewy (I.) What? 


tas 7X 


4 


much the fame Thing, 


Ad | 
n Abe adted 
| of like — od bl 
* or * Um only begotten Son; Jobn ini. 16. 
Fo what End? That whoſoever” believeth in bin, 
or takes Poſſeſſion of him by Faith, may not ks 
but baut evirleſting.” Life; Tis true inder 
eternal Deftinarion, - the Purchaſe and Applic tion, 
of Redemption is peentias only to the Elett ; bit 


Revelation, Gift and Offer is common t0 all the! UA: 


en Prop 


ers of the Goſpel, | inſomuch, 28 as the E; 
Ruuberfoord expreſſes it, the \Reprobate have a8 15 * 
revealed Marrant to delle e, as the Ele& have. e- 
xy Man has an Offer of Chriſt brought to is Door. 
| wha lives within the Compaſs of the jo und; 
and this Offer comes as cloſe homie to him, as if de 
were painted out by Name. o that none ha 
Reaſon to ſay, The Cal and Offer is not to me, 
am not warranted to embrace Chriſt; f, ir 14 7% 
5, O Men, tbat we call and dur Voice js t the Sons of | 
Hen, Prov. viii. 4. We have God's Comimiffom 
to preach this Goſpel, and to make Offer of this 
Chriſt to every Orature ſprung of Adam, Mark x 
158. and the Event of the Pubheation of chis Gap 
among Sinners follows in the* nett Words, He tbat 
; believeth this Goſpel ſhall be faved, be Ms Veheverb - 
nut ſhall be damnei. No Nan ever died, or ſhall die 
under the Drop of the Goſpel, for Want « Fa full 
Warrant to embrace a Sieur; no, no, Sis, = 
| 1/0 pn and Blood will be upon y our own 
eads;\your-Unbelief-wilt be the great” Ground of 
— God wilt upbraid vou at the 
great Day with dus, That you h d 8 1 in Your , 


aud 2 dot embrace der li called; hut 
Neg. 51 erkrolbed 31 be 0 Man re- 
Tg. . e 2h 7 garde; 
3 
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. * x; 158 
| 2515 55 W arts 


rock, ben aur Bear | 
24), This 
Mt of Chriſt ; 
Shi 
0 * E 
r ESE foe: 
Ni „ (1.1 ſay, 
51 80 fa been Cami Ide were | 
t Sin : *Thraldom a 
are reduced. W the Breach-vf the firſt 2 
vant, The, Law, mut he g School maſſen, \to-bring 
27 th, Chriſt: without a Diſcovery of Sin and Mi- 
try. 7 the Law, in leſs or more, the Sinner will 
We Na 3s the' End: of: the Law for 
Rl The Man, in this Caſe, is juſt like 
ariner at. Ves, en upon a broken and ſhat- 
Io Bottom, nat far from a great Rock; ſo lang 


Abe apprebends his Veſſel to be, Bod enqugh ur 


u dient to carry him to Land, he will ſtill cleave 
8 refuſing 9 him * the Rock for 
lety ; but hen the. Wind and Waves beat upon 

the Stup, and break her in Pieces, then, and * 
till then, will he call himſelf upon the Rock: 

is it here, While the Sinnner apprehends he A 

well enough. upon the . Os pom ert 

0 of Works, his own Doings ad goed 
gs. he will. never betake bimſelf to n | 

Rel of Ages; but when a: Hail-Siorm ſweeps - | 
the Refuge of Lie, and lers him ſee, that if be ſtay 
on this Bottom of the Law, he muſt inevitably 
ſink into the Bottom of Hell: Then, . and-nevet 


till then, doth: the Man cry wich the Her, Am 


and Brethren, . what ſhall 14 40 f be ſaved: 7 The ſam 
we ſee in Faul, Rom, * " was alive without tbe 
D 2 


2 WW — 


Lew * 


(12 
add „ eame, Sin re- 
2 88 Lay, that I mig ke Live ance God. 
Thus 1 ay, Embracing: of Chriſt dari] ſuppo- 
ſeth the Knowledge and Conviction of our loſt 
Condition by the: Law or Covenant of Works. 
( 2.) It ſuppoſec h or implieth « Knowledge of Cbriſt, 
4 the bleſſed Remedy of God's xa X Fand there 1s 
ſo much of this goes in to the very Nature of oo, 
| "that we ſind it frequently called by the Name of 
J Knowledge ; Iſa, liii. 10. Fobn xvii. 3. and this 

| Knowledge of Chriſt is not a bare ſpeculative Know- 

| - ledge of him, \ attained by external Revelation, or 
{ common Illumination, for there are many! 

| _Ubelievers ;' butit is an internal ſaving Know- 

ledge of him, "which comes by the Spirit of Wiſdom 

and Revelation, accompanying the external Diſco- 

veries of him in the Goſpel, whieh goes in to the 

Nature of true Faith; God, who eommanded Light to 

| — out of. Darkneſs, muſs ſhine inte the Heart, gi- 

. e of Jo 4 Knowle dge of the Glory of Gu in 


: 
„% 6  — OR — — 


the Ye: e ret tie, as it 
Were, rikes out a Window in the Man's Breaſt, 
which before was like a Dungeon. ot helliſh Dark- 
nels, and makes a Beam of ſaving, humbling, and 
captivating Light to ſhine into it; and ta the 
Man is changed from Tale, into 4 3 
Lib] and this Light is called, The Lig be 1 2 
becauſe with it, and by it, a new Principle of Life 1s 
"implanted in the Soul, Eph. ii. 1. You bath he 
quickned, who were dead in Tri ſpaſſes and Sins, 
(3.) This Embracing of Chrilt bears in it the Soul's 
firm and ſteady Aſſent unto the Revelation of the 
Volpel — ax Chriſt; ſo that the Man cannot 
bar ſi le wih Po, 1 Tim, i. 15 A 


ful 


died. And Gal. ii. 19. 1 through the 


el Sing, That Chrift came to ſeve Sinners, New, 
5 55 : 


17 ) 


of the Soul to the Goſpel-Revelation'is 


not a bare hiſtorical Aﬀent, which leans only- to - 
the Teſtimony. of Man, for thus Reprobates may 
and do believe; but it is ſuch an Aﬀent, as is bot- 
tomed upon the Teflupony:of _ or his Record, 


concerning Chriſt in the Goſpel ; Hence it is called 


A. Believing the Record of God A Setting to the Seal 


that God is true. Faith that is of a ſaving Nature, 


will not venture upon any Thing leſs than the 


Credit and Authority of God bimielft; T HUS 
'F-,SAITH THE LORD, is the Ground and 


Reaſon of the Soul's - Aſcent :- And this is a firmer 
Bottom than Heaven and Earth, For the Faſhion of 
this World paſſet h «way, bat the Word of the Lord en- 
dureth for even; Faichſulneſs being the Girdle of his 
Loyns, and Truth tht Girdle of his Reins ;. ſo that he 
will as ſoon ceaſe to be God, as ceaſe ro make e 
bis Word, which is mg. bis Oath ; Theſe being 
the two immutable Things, 


known in the Light ot the Word ang Spirit, and 


the Truth of the Revelation concerning him aſſen- 


ted to; The Soul goes a Degree further, and, as it 


were, takes him home into its Arms and Boſom, 
as a Remedy every Way ſuited unto the Soul's Ma- 
lady and Miſery, This embracing and appiropris 
ating Act of Faith is juſt as it were the Foul's 


Eccho unto the Call and Offer of the Goſpels I oſſer 


him for thy Saviour, ſaith God; and I embrace him 


' as my Saviour, faith Faith: I offer him for Mi 


to thee who art a Fool, ſays God ; and I embrace 


him for my Wiſdem, ſays Faith: I offer him for thy - 


Righteouſneſs and Juſſification, who art a condemned 


5 F | 1 


er ein it is impiſſuble for _ _ 
| God to lie, (4.) Hereupon follows the Receivingy 
Embracing, or Apphing Act of Faith, Chriſt being 


—4 


q 


> 


n 
Sinner, ſays Cad; and I embrace him as the Lord 
wy Righteouſneſs, ſaithi Faith: I bffer him for thy 
Senftification,” who art a polluted filthy Sinner, fays 
God: and Lembrace him for »y Saut fifration, fays | 
Faith; I offer him for thy Redemption, Who art a 
lawful Captive, ſaith Gol; and 1 embrace him for 
im Redemption, and my Al, faith Faith,” Thus 1 
ſay, The Soul ecchoesto the Voice of God” in the 
Goſpel; when it believes, much hke that, Zech. xiii, 
and Lat, I will ſay it it my People, and they fal [a 
the) Lord be is ow God. And this is what we call 


fan, whereby the Soul, as it were, takes Saſine and 
N upon Chriſt, and all the Bleſſings of his 
urebaſe as its owh, upon the Ground of the Goſpel: 
| and Promi ſe. What lay  befbre"in"commb 
to all in the Offer, the Soul brings home to it 
ſelf in particular; and, juſt like Simeon, takes 
'Chrift in its Arms andi Boſom, ſaying with T hom, 
Aly Lord, and ny God, 1 do not ſay, That the firſt 
Eanguage of Faith is, That Chrift died for me, or! 
wes elefied from Eternity ; no, but the Language of 
Faith is; God offers a ſlain and crucified Saviour to 
me, and I take the ſlain Ghrift for my Saviour; and 
in my taking or embtacing of him, as offered, I 
have Ground to conelude, That I was elected, and 
that he died for me in particular, and not before. 
I chall only add; That this appropriating Act doth 
inſeparably attend the Knowledge and Aſſent before- 
| e ; and that they are all jointly comprized 
in the general Nature ot Saving-Faith ; which 1 
take up as an Act of the whole Soul, without re- 
ſtricting it to any ons Faculty, or Diſtinction as to 
Priority or Poſteriority of Time. A 


1 
1 1 As 


Now, 


the: Aſwrance of Faith, or an Appropriaring Per us || 


(GL 
Nop, this Saving-faith; which I have been der 


ſcribing in its eſſentiab Acts, is variouſſy expreſſed 
in the Je Oracle, of the Scripture f Truth from 
which Fountain alone, our Notions f it are to be 
drayn: To abe Lam nnd Teſimum, if they pat nos 
according to thig Nord, it is b if u Truth 
1 Ia. Viii, 20. 16. 1 | 
7 vin "of Chri „ John i. 12. To 4s many as received? 
bie, Ke. Cal, u. 6. e 
the Lord, ſe nalſ ye in him. This Expreſſion of el 
leads us te conerive of Chtif, under the Notien of 
4, freely, affered and preſented to us in the Goſa 
pal, and bears an Appropriation in the very Na- 
ture of it; for, here a. Man rd&eives a Gift, he takes 
it as his own, and it becomes his in Poſſeſſion!” 
240, le is fomerirzes. & ja reſtin 
ling on ſelyes on che Lord, Pſal. xxxvii.4,” Commit" 
t by lg, or as it geads in che Margine, Noll uh Way 
on the Lord; and Verſe th, Refs in the Lord, , 
wait patiently for bim Which Expreſſion. may eicher 
allude-unto à poor gay Man, who. is like to fi 
under a Load, his Legs not able to bear him; be 
leans, or, reſts himſelf upon a ſtrong Rock, which he 
is confident will not ſink underneath? Faith, in 
its juſtifying Act, it is not 4 working, but a refting 
| Gree; O! ſays the poor Soul, I am like to fink - 
into the Depths of Hell, under the Weight bf nine 
Iniquities, which have gone oder ny Head, 45 a Bur- 


ir in called a Nee 


prefſed, by à reſting or ro} ö 


then too | heavy for me io hear: But I lay my Help 


where God has laid it; O! this is my Reſt. Hence 
he that believes is ſaid to enter into his Reſt. Or 
4 this reſting of the Soul on Chriſt may allude to ones 
reſfing upon a Bond, or good Security granted to 
him by a ſponſable Perſon : He takes it as Sechricy® 
to himſelf, and reis on che Fideliry of him mt, 
| 6 grants 


| 4 ; ( / 16 ) \ A hy 
| "grants it: So, in believing, we reſt upon the Vera-, | 
ey of a promiſing God in Chriſt, as a ſufficien 
Security for the Bleſſing promiſed. 40, Tis called 
a Flying. for Refuge to the Hope ſet , Heb, vie 
18. In which, chere is an Allaſion*to "the Man- 
ſlayer under the Law, who fled from the Avenger 
of Blood: The poor purſued Man, he was not to 
turn aſide to any of the Cities of Iſrael ; be was not 
to fly to his on Home; yea, he was not to fly cb 
the Temple, and to offer Sacrifioe; but be was 1 
fly ſtreigit to the City of Refuge. So in believing, 
e Soul is never to reit in any Thing on this Side qt 
Chriſt, be is 4 Hiding · plare from the Mind, and 4 
\ Covert from the Tempeſt; the Hail ſhall . 
eyery other Refuge: But as the Man- layer, when 
once within the Gates of the City of R was 
in ſuch Safety, that he could freely ſpeak with tbe 
| — 5 Blood, without any Manner of Danger; 
ſo the Soul, that is by Faich got under the Covert of | 
, 


{ -rheBlood and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, is in ſuch. 
abſolute Safety, that it dares ſpeak to the Law, 
aud all its Furſuers, faying with the Apoſtle, 
. viii. 33. Mo ſbul lay am Thing to the Charge 
of God's Elec? it is God that juſtiſieth; Who is be that 
condemneth? It is Chrift that died &c. qthly, It is 
called, A Submitting to the Righteouſneſs of God, 
Rom. x. 3. A very ſtrange Expreſſion ; Shall it, be 
& } ©, thought Submiſſion for a condemned Criminal to 
©} accept of Pardon from his Prince? or for a Perſon 
That is fark naked, to accept of a Garment ? The 
Expreſſion” plainly points out the arrogant Pride f 
the Heart of Man; we are, as it were, mounted 
upon an imaginary Throne of our own Rightedouſ- 
neſs by the Law, thinking, with Laodicea, that we 
ve fich, and ſand in Need of nothing, diſdaining * 
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5 
1 
q 
5 
A 
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e 
» " I. nw} * 4A 


to be obliged to anot 
now, when a Man believes all theſe towerin 3 


m be 


going down to the bottomleſs 
Tale Hold of my Covenant, and of him whom I have + 
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ginations are leyelled, he is emptied of hi 
made to cont 40l Things but Loſs and Dung, that B 
| d iti Chrift, not baving bis own Righteonſ- 
ve ſe, bat the Righteouſneſs that is of God by Farb, 
Phil. i. 8, 9. Ihe Language of the Soul, ſubmit- 


Church, I. XIV. 2, 4. Surely (hall One ſay, In the 
Lord, have I Righteouſneſs and Strength. 5ehly, Tis 


called, A Taking Hold of God's Crutnant; Ta Iyi. 4. 
The Covenant of Grace, a8 it lies in the exti | | 
Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, is like a Rope caſt into 


«Company of drowning. Men, God comes by 


his Miniſters, crying to Yay try gp wha 2 
vu $ Wrath, 


a Man believes, he, as it were, takes Hold of this 
Rope of Salvation, this Covenant of Grace'a * 


Promiſe; and like Feremiah, when the Cords were 
let down tothe Pit by Ebedmelech, puts them un- 


der his Arm-holes, and lays bis Weight upon 


ſpeaking of the Covenant of Grate, This is all 1 


Salvation; Here will 1 lay the Weight of my fink- 


ing and periſhing Soul. 6th/y, Tis called, A Tiel- 


ang gur ſelves to 8% Lord, 2 Chron. xxx. 8. Here 


writing to thEdegenerate Tribes, exhorts them, 


who have been at a Variance, when they come ta 


an Agreement, they ſtrike Hands one with another, 
m Token of Friend ip. a The Great God, the 


„ w—  - 


. 


ber for Righteouſciels *. Bu 


| 8 for a Covenant to the People; and I will de- | 
Iver you from going down to the Pit. Now, when 


| them, The poor Soul, in this Caſe, ſays with David; 


to yield themſelves to the Lord; or, as it is in the . 
Hebrew, Give the Hund to the Lord; alluding to Men 


12 


— 


3 


4; 
ded Majeſty of Heaven, comes in a Goſpel-Diſpenſa- 
tion, ſtretching out his Hand all the Day long to 
rebellious Sinners, erying,, Behold me, Be bold me; 
caſt away. your rebellious Arms, and be at Peace 
with me. Now, when a Sinner believes, he, as it 
were, ſtrikes Hands with the Lord, accotding to 
that, Iſa. xxvii. 3. Let him take Hold of Strength, 
that he may make Peace with me, and he ſhall make 

Peace with me. 7thly, Tis called, An Opening of the 

Heart to Cbriſt, Cant. v. 2. Rev. iii. 20. Acts xvi. 14. 

This, Expreſſion imports, That as the Sinner's Heart 
i, by Nature, ſhut and bolted againſt the Lord; fo, 
When he believes, the everlaſting Doors of the Un- 

derftanding, Will and Affections, re lifred up tothe | 
Lord of Hoſts, the Lord mighty in Battle, Pal. Xxiv. 

Sthly, Tis ſometi ed, A Bujing, Ifa. Iv. 1. 
| Buy Wine and Milk without Money, and without Price. 
Kev. iii. 18. counſel thee to buy of me Gold tried in 

the Fire, &. This Buying does not import ſuch a 

Commutation, as if we were to give to God an E- 
quiyalent for his Grace, for tis a buying without 
Money, and without Price; tis a Giving of Pover- 

for Riches, Emptineſs for Fulneſs rmity for 

uty, Guilt fox Righteouſneſs, Pollution for Ho- * 

lineſs, Bondage for Liberty; in a Word, Buying 


ry Market is nothing elſe bar taking, 


ev. Xxii. 17. Whoſoever will, let bim come, and take 
of the Waters of Life freey, 5 
Many other Expreſſions the Spirit of God makes 
e Word, | EEE the Nature of 
alth 3 fo es tis called, The Subſtance "oy | 
- Diped for, leb. xi. x. becauſe Faith, 2 it . do 
realiſe and ſubitantiate the Promiſe; juſt like a Man 
looking to Bonds, Charters, 8 Securi- 
de; be Will ſay, There is my Subſtanes, and 


— ——ů — — 


- 


all my Stock, nnn 
| my 'tho' t ut Bits 
the Believer, when 1. on Chriſt his Righteouſ- 


neſs and Fulnels, as held ebe the fce iſe 
of the Goſpel, will be ready to ſay, There is my 
and everlaſting All; wich David, he 


xejoiceth in God's Word of Promiſe, a: one that find- 
eth great Spail ; yea, it is better to bim than Gold, yea, 
than much fine Gad: Again, t. is called, in the ſame 
Verſe, Ihe Evidence of Things not ſeen: The Word 
in the Original tendered Evidence, to con- 
vince to a Demonſtration; Faith, acting upon the 
Promiſe, convinceth the Soul of the Reality of 
Things inviſible, as if they were before him, and 
he law them with his bodily Eyes: And this dight 


dl Faith js not ſuch a Sight as Nalaum got of Chriſt, 


Fropxiation; I Ano, faith he, that MY REDEEMER 


when he ſaid, I ſhalt ſee bim, 3 
hold bim, but not nig b; he faw him by the Spirit of 
Prophecy, as the . of ljrael, but not by 
8 of Faith, as bis Redeemer, as Fob xix. 20. 
Balaam ſaw him, without any perſonal Intereſt ; 
but Job ſaw hum as his own Redeemer, with Ap- 


livah: Again, in the iich Verſe of the ſame 
Chapter, Faith is called, An Embrac 24 > tbe Pro- 
mijes, Rb Mi 15. 1 Word, in bo 


re, a kindly Salutation or Kiſſing; ry. an 
Alluſion to Two dear Friends, who, when 
meet, elaſp one another in their * in a 
loving and affectionate Manner; ce of the 
Promiſe embraces the Soul, and E the Soul em- 
braces the Promiſe, and hugs it, and Chriſt in it, 

4 his 2 The Reverſe 3 is = or of 
the preſumptuous H in ſome Sort, 
embraces the, end Ee but the ſpecial Grace 
of the Promiſe not „ him, gr 
| 


— — — 


SY 
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without Faith's Application of Chriſt, and 


16.; J. 10. Iſa. xxw. 3. We all know what it is 
to 


_ | | 
| 200 
like a Man taking a Tree in his Arms, he embraces 
the Tree, but not the Tree him. | | ; 

" Again, Faith is ſometimes called, A» Eating the 

Fleſh, and ere the Blood of the Syn of Man, 
John vi 53. becauſe Faith makes Uſe of, and ap- 


plies Chritt for the Life,, Nouriſhment, aud Su- 


nentation of the Soul; juſt as a Man makes Uſe of 


the Meat and Drink that is ſet before him for his 


bodily Nouriſhment. Let a Man have never ſuch a 
rich Feaſt before him, yet he will inevitably ſtarve, 
unleſs be apply it, and make Uſe of it. So, 
we inevitably die, and periſh; and, O! 
How ſad to-periſh in the midſt of Plenty > Laftly, 
Faith is called, 4 Truſting in the Name of the Lora, 


truſt in a Man of Honeſty and Integrity; when 
he paſſes his Word, we make no Doubt, and have 
no Heſitation concerning his performing what he 
hath promiſed : So, Faith takes the Promiſe, and 
trulis'the Veracity of the Promiſer; as tis ſaid of 
Abraham, Row. iv. 20. He ſtaggered not at the Pro- 
miſe of God, through Unbeliet, but was ſtrong in 
the Faith, giving Glory to God. The Perfections 
of God, fuch as his Power, Holineſs, Goodneſs, but 


© © eſpecially his Veracity, ape pawned in the Promiſe, 


aSGrounds of Truſt. Henee we are to truſt in his 
NAME, and when we truſt in him, and ſiay our 


ſelves upon him; we are fill to take him up as 


Our God in Chrift, for we can neyer truſt him, while 


* 


we take him up as an Enemy, 


© The II. Thing propoſed, fur opening up the firſt 

general Head in the Method, was to give you ſome 
of the Qualities of this Arm of Faith. Firf, is 
leaning, and « faying Arm, Cant. viii. 5. Who * 
__- W ö that 


rs 21 : E 
that cometh up from the Wilderneſs, leaning upon her 
Beloved ? 14. l 3. Thox wilt keep bim in perfelt 
Peace, whoſe Mind is layed upon thee, It is the Of- 
fice of Faith to underprop the Soul, when tis ready. , 
to be oyerwhelmed with the Burthen of Sin and 


Sorrow, Darkneſs and Deſertion, Pſal xxvii. 13. 


Soul under the heavieſt Preſſures. Secondly, *Tis 4 


I had fainted, unleſs 1 had believed to ſee the Goodneſs+ _ 
ofthe Lord in the Land of the Living. It leans and 
ays it ſelf on him, who is :beStrengeh” of 2 | 
even the Man of God's Right-Haltd, bon e bath 
made Hrong for bimſelf ; and thus it bears up the 


winning, and a gaining Arm. The Apoſtle, Phil. iii. 8. 
ſpeaks of winning Chrift, and being found in him; and 
tis ſaid of the wiſe M t, Fuat he went and ſold 
all, tha be might buy ox win the Pearl of great 
Price ; and this Pearl can be won no otherwiſe, but 
by receiving it, Jobs i. 12. Yea, Faith is ſucha a 
winning Grace, that it is ever taking, ever receiving 
out of Chriſt's Fulneſs, Grace for Grace; it digs in- 
the Rock of Ages, and makes up the poor Soul 
wich unſearchable Riches; it maintains a Traſhck 
with Heaven, travels to the Land afar off, and re- 
turns richly fraughted, and loaded with the Com- 
modities of that better County. Thirdly, It is a very 
wide and cupacious Arm; it is not lictle that will 
fill the Arm of Faith, the whole World, and all the - 
Fulneſs thereof, cannot fill the Arm of Faith : No, 
no, it flings them away like Dung, that it may get 
its Arm fillgd wich a God in Chriſt; count all ©; 
Things but Lojs and Dung, for the Excellency of the 
Knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt ny Lord, Phil. iii. 8. Vea, 
I may add, That Heaven, and all the Glories of 
Immanuel. Land, bear no Bulk in the Arm of Faith, 
without Chi, in whom rhe Fulneſs 7 
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nant: The 


' Faith to this Propoſal? I hill nat let thee go, _ 


Living God 


is 
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it 
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ſay, 


{ ſent, nor Things to come, ſhall ever be able to ae 6 
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bead dwells, BG}, 1 25. Mhom haue 1 in Heaven 
lu thee d and there is nong in all the Earth that I defore | 
beſidesthee. Fourthly, Tis a moſt tenacious Arm; its 
Motto may be, -GRIP-FAST ; As the Arm of Faith 
is wide, and takes in mb, ſo it keeps, and grips Faſt 
wha it gets, Cant. Iii. 4. 1 held bim, ſays the Spouſe, 
and mould not let him go. Faith js ſuch a tenacicus 
Graec, that it will wreſtle with an omnipotent 
Ter refuſe to yield to him, hen he ſeems to 
lymſclf looſe of its Grips, as we ſee in the 
Cafe of Faceb, Gen. xxxii. 24. and downyard ; there 
Jaceh gets a Grip by Faith of the Angel of the Cove- 
Angel ſays unto bim, Let me ge, Jacob; a 
very ſtrange Word for the Creator, to become a Sup» 
plicant to bis own Creature Well, What ſays Jacob s 


thou bleſs me; as if he had ſaid, Let the Day brea 
and let it paſs on, Let the Night come, and let the 
Day break again; tis all one: Lean Jacob and the 
f (hall not part without the Bleſſing, Io 
this Purpoſe is that of the Prophet, Hoſea xxii. 3, 4. 
By his Strength, viz, by the Strength of Faith in 


Prayer, he bad Power. with God; yea, be bad Power © 


over the Angel, and prevugiled; © he wept and made Sup- 
cation unto him. O dis! try to follow the Ex- 
ample of Jacob, and you ſhall be fed with the Heri- 
tage of Jacob your Father, Iſa. IViii. 14. Thus, 1 
| aith is a moſt gripping and tenacions Arm; the 
firſt Grip that Faith takes of Chriſt is ſo fatt, that ir 
never quits Grip of him again through Eternity; ig 
unites the Soul ro Chriſt, and the Union is ſo cloſs 
and intimate through Faith, that the Man becomes 


one Body and one Spirit with bim, and ſo indiſſol- 
vable, as that neither Death nor Life, nor Things pre- 


I 
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Sits: -Bfibh, Has, it Wirt; that Faich is 
a very bold and confident Arm; it bath a great deal 


ol. ASSURANCE in it, for it will maintain its 7 
Claim to Chriſt upon the Grotind of the new 


nant, even when Hell and Earth, Senſe and' Pam's bo 
and all ſeems to be à gainſt it; it will ruff in the 
News of the Land; "and 2 10h pe Its Cal, and Ch 
venant, even when. the poor Soul walks in the Dar l- 
5 ſs of Deſertion, in A* he Dagltneſs of Temptarion, 
the Darkneſs of Affliction, yea, in the dark Va- 
ley. of the Shaddoy of Dedth: "Abrabars s Faith 
had much 5 . r- to grapple with, when he 
got the Promiſe. of I ſauc, and in him of the pro- 
miſed Seed, FI; ah the ang dry Earth 
were to be ble et, Was nce and 
Aſſrauce ot his Falch that be ffeggered not At the 
Promiſe : The Language of Faith 1s, When I fall, 1 
ſhall ariſe ; #ben 1 ſit in Darbneſs, the Lift ſhall be 
4 «Lek unto me ; be will bring me forth to the Light 
1 ſhall 2 bis Rig brennt ſt, Miel vii. 9. 
Ya 1 would nox be here miffaken; as if the pobt 
believer did not apprehend Chriſt and the Promiſe,” 
with a tottering and trembling Hand; nay, the 
Believer,through'the Prevalency of Unbelief i is 
Times brought fo „ with the Plalmiff, 1 
bis Mercy as pits ? Hath he fo fo bitten to be gratis | 
Fails his 7 xc for evermore? 4: Kxv ii. 7. &, 9. But 
let it be remembred, that this was not his Faith, but 
bis Infirmity, through prevailing Unbeliet, which: 
NA. him thus to ſtagger; for, let Faith bur,ger rid 
nbelief, kr it get up its Head, and allow it to 
peak its proper Language, its Dialect will be, 
rf FATHER, Kom. vili. 15. and, —.— 1 
art or Father, thous h Abraham be E 
4 ebf, Tho, O Lord, avs a 


Father” 


: - . 
7 


3 . 24 ) | 
Father; er. Redeemer, + "R is from 2 
hobo ex melting Are + 
& gar Haſte, IIa. xxviii. 16. 
it 2 believes the Accoin- 
= ph the Promiſe, yet it will not limit the 
| "Holy One of as to the Time of its Accom- 
| pliſhment; I will wait for the Lord; that hideth his 
Face from the Houſe of Jacob, I vill look for bim, 

is for 
Lim ah it 


Ila. viii 17. The V appointed Time; a 
F becanſeit . urely come, it will not tarry, Hab. ii. 3. 


1 


F 
* 
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ſays Fal tarry, * for i, 91 
| Faith will not draw raſh or deſperate uſions, 
= becauſe the Lord hides or defers his Viſits; no, 
1 but it looks to God's Word Promiſe, and 
| grounds is Confidence ing with the 
Chutch, 7 will look wnto the 75 1 will wait for the 
God fn Salvation, wy God will hear the, Hol. vii. 
Seventhly, Faith is a feeding Arm, it keeds.upon 
the Carcaſe of the Lion of the Tri Judah; 
and thus, like Sm ſon, gets its Meat out of the Eat- | 
a, and Swect ont of the Serong *: Hence, as you heard, 
tis called An Eating of the Fleſh, and # Drinking of 
" the Blood of Chrif; And, in this View, Chril' i is 
| to us in the Sacrament of the Supper, 
Tale, Ext, this is my Body. There was a Part of 
the Gacrifices under the Law reſerved for Food to 
Ba Prieſis, when the reſt was burnt upon the Altar; 
lievers are ſpiritual Priefts unta God, and they 
live upon the Altar, and that Bleſſed Paſſover that 
was ſaerificed for us. Eightbly, It is 84 idle, 
but a working Arm ; indeed, in us jufifying ic 
is not 4 working, but only 4 taking, or * 


Am; dis like the Beggar's Hand, that takes che 

* s, without working a Turn for it. In Juſti- 
«rn, F Faith is a paſſive, or reoipient Kind — n 
1 ö 


— 
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an Atbae | 
and actuares and anjmates-al] the other Graces 
the Spirit ; it works by Love, it work by Reper» 
tance, it works by Hope, it works by Patience, it 
works by Obedierice ;* and Faith without Works 
* Dead, as the Body is dead without the Spirit; 
a Word; the whole of Goſrd-Obedience is eHe 
89 of Fauh and the Obcdience tharflows # 
| Not from Faiih is but dead Works, which cannot 
be z eceptable tog hing Ged. (och,) Faith is 
4 l and rale Arm, Heb. 11. 35. Tis ſaid 
ef the Worthies there, I bar chey, by Faith, waxed 
walient in Fight, Yea, tis not.ot!ly a hghring, bur 
a victorious Arm, for it puis to! Flight the Armiendf 
the Aliens, Tis 1 learing on the Am of 
Omnipoteney, that the believer . Bon abides in 1 
Strength, 4 the Arms of his Hands become 
firong, break Bons of Ster! in Pieces, By Faith 
we quench the Fiery Darts of Hell, and trample u- 
1 the As ers of Darkneſs ; by Faith we over- 
ond, and fet the Moon under our 
Bate : INE this gallant Grace cf Faith, it Wil! 
take up the Spoils of Chriſt's Victory over Sin and 


even while it is in the Field of Bartle, and ſcemimnęly 4 
overcome by the EH emy. T banks. be to God; iber 4 
can ſeib ws always 10 ir iun pb in Chriſt; My Head and 
General, taith Faith, has overecwe, and I have al- 
ready overei me in bun ; tor we axe mere than _ 
querers tough him that loved us,” Row, viii, 
12 Faith is 4 ſoving hrm, He that believeik ſhall 

aved z thee is an inſeparable. Connexion eta» 
| le, — of . * 
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Saaten, Hell aud Death, and triumph in bis Trium hs, 
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S If yp believeth 
| ee 2 Although 
. 2 no Connexion 2 yet chend 
1 5 an — Connexion of Order. Faith cannot 
but carry Salvation along wich it, ſeeing it takes up 
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Ait the Salvation of God in im „Au, as you 


| how his Arm of Faich-doch embrace Clif, 


E " ſte Simeon did. 


The HL, Thing cable bene was, Nauk © 


general, T antwer, It embraces him juſt as God 2 | 
Too him in the Goſpel ; There is a manifeſt Propor- 


tion berwixe God's Ofter, and Faith's Reception 


ot Chriſt; which I ſhall ilkefrate, in the Fovr par- 
* tieulars following, 1, Chriſt is freely offered in 
the Goſpl, I/. Iv. 1. Rev. xx. 17. So Faith em- 


5 vbrsdes him as the free Gift of God, There is a na- , 


tte old Covenant of Works, and all one as if a 


tural Propenſity in the Heart af Man, to pie ſome · 
thing or other of our own, + by Way of 3 
or Equivalent for Chriſt, the Bleſſings of his 
Purchaſe, + Proud Nature cannot think 2 bein 
o much .beholden to God, as to take Chriſt and 
Fal vation from him for nothing at all; and therd 
fore it would always be bringing in this or rhe other 
 "Qualificacion, / as'a Price in its Hand to fit it for | 
Chritt; I mult be ſo penitent, ſo humble, fo clean 
and boly, before | come to Chriſt, and then I will 
be welcome, he will pardon me and ſave, But, Sirs 
Whatever you may think of it, this is but a Tang of 


Man ſhould ſay, I muſt firſt beat my ſelf before I go 
to the Phyſician, I will fixt waſh wy {elf clean be- 
fore I go to the Fountain opened up for Sin and 
for Uneleanneſa. Beware of this, for tis a ſecret 


_ © -Subverting of the Order and Method God hath 


© * in the Corman of On being the 
| ö ; . ; _ vary 


D 
very Matey and Price, which he forbids us to bring - "i 

to the Market of Free · grace. | Faithyargues at another 
Rate, in its Embracing of Chriſt; O! fays the pο⁹⏑ jꝑt 

Foul, I am a di{caſed Sinnet, from the Sole of the 
Foot to the Crown of the Head ; and this qualies 
me for the Phy ſieian of Souls? I am a polluced _* 
Sinner, black like the Erhiqian, ſpotted like the 
N ard; and theretore I will go to the Fountain: 
1 am naked, and therefore I will take the White 
aiment offered me, to cover the Shame of my 


Nakedneſs : Lanyblimd, and therefore“ 1 will take 
L the Eye-lalve, N eres Sight to che Blind. 
Thus, I fay, Faith s Chriſt, as he is freely ol- 


fered. . «24, CRANES folly and wholly offered in 

the , Goſpel YN Faith embraces him 

P ally, without dividing him. I own indeed; 
that the firſt Flight of- Faith is to Chriſt as 4-Sevie 

eur, Chriſt as a Prieſt, fulfilling the Law, ' ſatisfying 
Jullies, and thereby bringing in eyerlatting Righs 
ulnels; this being the only Thing that gan an» 

wer the preſent Strait and Neeeſſity. of the Soul, 
under the awful. Apprehenſions of vindictive Juſtioe 
and Wrath; and therefore, thither it flees tor Re- 
fuge, in the fixſt Act of Believing, But now, al- 
though Faith, 4t firſt, fixes jipon Chriſt as a Prieiſt, 
et, ar the lame Time, it. embraees him as a Pre- 
bet, ſubmitring unto his Inſtruction, and ſubjects 
it ſelf unto him as a King, receiving the Law rom 
Ins Mouth: O! ſays the- Soul, J n more * 
4 

and 


than am Man, I bave not the Luder fanding. 
| Man; Wit this Saviour has Pity on be lenorans, 
them that are "on: f the Way; He opens the hay | | 

and Jooles the Seven Seals thereof ; and therefore 1 
will ſit down at his Feet, and xeceive the whole 


e he Mi od Wl of On gm, 


? 
* 
87 
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; 4 8 W h Io 4 | 
Im 2 voor Captive and Vaſſal of Helly Ot. 
Lords have had Dominion over we, bus now 1 will e 
#tention of bis Name : He is wy Fudge, my King an 
wy Lam-giver, even be that ſaves-me. Thus, 1 tay, che 
Arm ot-Faith embraces a whole Chriſt. There is 
noching of Chritt, ſays the Soul, that F can warit; 
Imuſt have him all, and have him all as mine own; 
d 8 my Prophet, my Prieſt, and my King, And 
- Herein the Faich of the Hypoorice or temporary Be- 

*  Hever'comes ſhort of the Faith of God's Elect: The 

| Hypoeriee, the halves Es inverts the Or⸗ 

: ay 


. 


der of his "Office, in his Way of receiving him; 
either he receives him as Saviour; only to keep 
him out of- Hell, but waves the Kecoptauee of him 
2 2 King to rule him; or elle he profeſſedly ſubs 
jects himſelf unto Chriſt's Authority as, a King and 
2 Law-giver, hoping, upon that Score, that Chritt. 
will Give him, by his Blood and Righteouſneſs, ' 
a Prieſt; and ſo thereby makes up the Defects of 
His lame Obedjence, which is, upon the Matter, to 
put a Piece of new Cloth into an old Garment, where= 
by the Rent is made worſe, 2dly, God gives Chriſt 
 eordially and affeftionately in the Goſpel : His very 
Heart, as it were, goes out after Sinners, in the 
Call and Offer thereof. It is not poſſible to con- 
ceive any Thing more affectionate, than the Word. 
min whieh he beipeaks Sinners, Exel, zxxiti, 11. 
Hu. xi. 8. I/ lv. I, 2, 3. Nor, I ſay, as 
God offers Chriſt mot” affectionately and eord ial- 
ly, in lie Manuder does Faith embrace him; © he 
embraces a whole Chriſt, wich the whole Heart and 
Sou! ; the Love, Joy, Delight and 8 | 
the Soul, runs out upon bim, as their very Cen- 
tre of Reft 5 And theſe Affections, Ie ſo many 
| rings of Golpelobedizue, de, all Mane 


* 
8 


* 
* 


Work in his Service ; ſo that che 
H dy for him, rhe Hand work for him, 
the Feet run Ins Erraiids, and the Ton ue ready to } 
ory his Cauſe; 45, Chrilt is offered particu -- 
| larly to every Mm; there is hot a, Soul heariiig me, © 
bur, in God's Name, offer Chritt unto Him, it 
called by Name and Sirname: Now, as the Offer 
is particular to ever individual Perſon, to Fank 
imbraces Chriff, it particular Application, to. 
thr Soul fel, When I'embrace 'a Saviour, 1 da. 
not embrace for Salvation to another Manz no, bug . 
F embrace him as my Saviour, for Salvation te my 
own” Soul in particular. B. ware, my Friends, 
of à general doubrſom Faith, abjured in our 
NATIONAL-COVENANT, AS A BRANCH | 
OF POPERT. & genetal Perſwaſion of the Merey 
of God in :Clirift, and of Chriſt's Ability and 
Willingneſs to ſave all chat come to. him, will nor 
do the Buſineſs; No, Devils Ind Reprobates may, 
and do actually believe it: There muſt rherefore, of 
Necefſity, be a Perfwaſion and Belief of this, with | 


partieular Application thereof unto a Mans pwn 


Soul; for, if che Merey of God in Chriſt be offered © 
to every Man in particular, then ſurely Faith, 
which, te Gol ſaying, .is-but. the Eecho of the 


to the Goſpe-call, miuſt embrace Chriſt, and 
che Merey of God in him, with particular Appli- 
cation to itlelf, otherwiſe it doch not anſwer God's 
Ofler, conſequently cannot be of a faving Nature. 
Fo much for the fult general Head, bropdfel in che 
Froſcettjon. of the Doctrine. 
© The Second Thing propoſed was, to take Norice 


in ies Mouth, when, like Sim 
embraecd in che ; 


of tome of ' thele Songs; which. readily the Soul-hag+ 


it gets. Chris 
Ve are ſaid co be 
„ 


—_ \ 
* * E 


— 


he Arn of Faith. 


* 
r 


— 


- a | 


— 


Foy nnſpeakelde, and full of Glory ; and when this is 
theSouſ® Caſe, i cango 
| did, and vent its Heart in theſe or the like Songs 


Lord Feſus 


1 . 1 Le 
Kd with ) and He l. l. lung f a, by Fai 
an un ſeen Cbriſ, the Soul is repleniſhed 


Caſe; it cannot but bleſs God, as Simeon 
of Praiſe. (1.) It cannot but bleſs him for el 
ing and everlaſting Love. Faith's Embraces of 


Chriſt "helps the Soul to trace the Streams of Di- 


vine Love to their Fount ain-head, and to read its 


-own Name in the Book of Life, among the Li- 


ving in Feraſalem; O, bleſſed be God, will the 
Saal ſay, that ever I, wrerched I, miſerable I, 
ſhould have been upon God's Heart, before the 


Foundations of the World were laid: Glory to 


God in the Higheſt, who hath drawn me with lo- 


ving Kindneſs ; whereby I know, that be hath lo- 


yed me with an everlaſting Love, (2.) The Soul, 
in ſuch 'a Caſe, cannot but blels God for Chritt, 
and redeeming Love through bim, ſaying with the 


© _ Apoſile, Thanks be unto him, fe, bis #aſpeatable = 


Gift ; Glory to bim in the Higheſt, That 10 us a Son 


given, to us a Child is born, whoſe Name is the 


Wonderful Counſellor, the Everla Father, the 
Mighty God, and Prince of wer then, "when. 
the Soul views the glorious Retinue of Bleſſings that 
dome along with Chriſt, * cannot ſhun to join Iſ- 
ſue with the Apoſtle, his triumphant Doxology, 
Epb. i. 2. 2 Bleſſed be the God and Father of our 
rift, who bath Vleſſed us with all _ſpiricu-. 
al Bleſſengs, in heavenly Places in Cbriſt. And there 


are theſe ſew, among innumerable Bleſſings, that 


tome with Chriſt, which the Soul will rea- 
dily Troy 804 for, in the Caſe mentioned. (If.) O 


"blei Ted be God, wil the Soul ſay, thar * Cirid he 
6 bevome wy Gall, an my un Gods I was 


#: 4 + 


* — 
) — 


* 
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Generations: O] Let Grace wear the Crown, and 
ſway the Scepter for ever; and let all the Malelew _ 
Jabs of the higher Houſe be to the Praiſe Li the Glo» 
ry of his Grace, (3dh,) O! bleſſed be God, will © 
the Soul ſay, chat in Chayft he has blotted out 
mine Iniquimes, 4s 4 Cloud, and 4s 4 thick Cloud: 
There was a Cloud off Un pregnant with Wrath 
hovering above my Head, but in Chritt I ſee it 
ſcattered ; We have Redemption in bis Blogd, even the 
Forgiveneſs of Sins ; and therefore, Blejs the Lord, 
O my Soul, and all that is within me bleſs bis bah 
Name, who pardoneth all thine Iniquities. (aby, O 
Bleſſed be God, will the Soul tay, that in Chrift 
I am bleſſed, with an everlaſting and Law-biding = 
Righteouſneſs; Chritt, my ever · bleſſed Surety, be 
was made under the Law, and hat magnified it, and 


made it honourable; and the Lord is well pleaſed for" 
i:b' Rig bteonfneſs-ſake ; and in bim, and through bim, © 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law is fulfilled in me; and | 

e * Lal" grow rejeee Te rhe 22%, WR. 
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l be 2 2 * +. . me * * 
entf of Salvation, and covered me wii h the Ribes 
Se ſs, 44. 4, Bridegrooxs 1 with 
0 and a: 4 Lou adorneth her (cl * * 
eln, Ila. Ki. 10. 5% .Q1-Blfl 


Father to the Fatherleſs, and bleſſed me wut the 


from my Experience, that i» bim the Father leſs 
Mercy; I was like an outcaſt Infanr, and helpleſs 
| Orphan, but the everlaſting Farber ton me up, = 


Walli, even an everlaſting Name, thet ſhall not be 

8 * Behold, ' phat Manner of Love is this, that 

17 uber 2 0 ee upon we, et * be cal 
4 Son 1 J-bn ii. 1. ) 

to God, Nl the Yo [of 

Acceſs, into the Holieſt, by "the Blood of Jeſus ; the 

Door was onee barred again me, and all Adams 


Chrilt it is again oficned, fo that we may. come 
with Boldneſs to a T hrone o Grace, for Grace and Mer- 
to help in Time of Nee#: An jn 4 carnate 2 's 
become the Wy ro God and Glory, I might 
cell you of many . Bleſſings that the Soul is — 
dy to bleſs God for, when it gets Chriſt in the 
Arms of Faitty ; but 1 do not inſiff. I conelude this 
Head, by referring ou to Two or Three {eriptural 
Songs, Which will rezdily occur in ſuch a Caſe, 
Pet. i. 435 Bleſſed be the God and Father of ear Lord 
4 113 Chrift, who, according to bis ibundant Mercy, 
37-4 Bk, 12 pe e b the Re Reſur 
yettion +I jeſus Chriſt from the Dead, ie an Inherit 


- incorruplible and unde filed, and that Yadeth pr 
* * you bav., Ren, vii. 33+ to the 


— 


will the Soul By, 0 t in Chriſt n: 


n Can by the Breach of the fir Covenant; but 


Bleffing of Adoption and Sonſhip., I may ſeal it, 


ave mie 4 Name and 4 Place in his Huſe, and. within || 


ul lay, for the open Door of 


| 


the Bible, Rev. xii, 20. Even J FRG way 4 


thus fill the Mouth with Praiſe? An ſwer (1.) This 


: oe and Foundations of the Earth ; 1t builds 


| Far ( 2) This flows from the applying and ap- 
Propriating Nature of Faith, which I hinted at al- 


> MÞ e 4, 
3 Ibo can ley any eren 
22 Elelt, Fe. A Third you have, 1 Cor. . 
55 86. O Death! Where is thy Sting; O Graue) 
here is thy Victory? &e. Another, with which 
conelud 9e ons cad, is that which concludes 


Jeſu. 
The Third Thing propoſed, was, To enquirs 
whenee 1 it is, that Faith's Embraces of Chriſt doth 


flows from the Certainty that is in Faith: Faith is | 


not a doubting Grace; no, Doubts and ealouſi es e- 
vaniſh before it, as the Clouds, 
the Night do evaniſh, at the Appearance of the 


and Darkneſs of 


Sun; and the CertMnty of Faith {flows from the 


Scabtlity of theſe Foundations upon Which it 


builds, which are more firm than the Pillars of 


Word of God, the Oath of God, the 

Blood of God, the Righteouſneſs of God, the Pows 
ex of God, the Veracity of God; and ſeeing it 
builds upon ſuch immoyable Foundations, how 
can it miſs, to have a Certainty in it. proportionedy 
in ſome Meaſure, unto the Grounds upon which 
it ſtands? And hence it comes, that it fills che 
Mouth with Praiſe, Let News be never ſo e 
yet, if we have no Certainty in our Belief of 8 
it execedingly mars our Joy and Comfort: | 
now the glade Tidings of the Golpel, they —— no 
1 uneertain · Reports; no, tis God that cannot 

Sho ſpeaks, and thence comes the Certainty of 


ready, Let News be never. lo true, though never 
ſo great and — r n 4 


\ 


Concern in them. it mars the Sweetneſs and Com- 
fort of them. Tell a poor Man ot Mountains of 


Sold and dilver, what Relief will that afford him, 


if he hath no Acceſs theteto, or Interett thereſii 
Bur tell him, That all theſe Treafurgs are his, a 
chat he has the Owner 8 Warrant and Command, 
to take and uſe them as his own, this will make 
Mm repoſee indeed. Tell a hungry and #arving 
Man of a rich Feat or Banquet, What is that to 
him, if he be nor allowed to taſſe it? Tell a haked 
Man, expoſed to the Injuries of Wind and Wea- 
ther, of fine Robes; and excellent Garments, what 
vill it avail him, if they be not for him, or for his 
Die? But tell the hungry Man, That the Feaſt is 
for bm, and the naked Man,“ That the Clothing 
is for him, this will ereate Joy and Triumph. So 
here the Goſpel-Reporr doth not tell us of a Saviour 
and Salvation that we have no Intereſt in, no, but 
it tells us, That to US is the Word of this Salvation 
fent,”; That to US is this Child born, and this Son gi- 
ven, 7 hat be ig made of God unto u Wiſdom, K ig h- 
teon ſue ſs; Sanflification and Redemption; and that as 


Men, yea, for the Rebellioas alſo. * Now, Faith ae- 
corditigly, it applies all theſe good News, this 


| Saviour, and his whole Salvation ro itfelf in par- 


ticular 5 and hence it comes, that it fills the Heart 
with Joy, and the Tongue with Praiſe, (3.) This 
gos from that ſenſible Aſſurance of God's Lore, 
and of Grace and Salvation, which commonly fol- 
lows upon believing, according to what you have, 
Epe 1. 1 3 After that ye believed, ye were ſealed 
with the holy Spirit of Promiſe,, There is a Certain- 
ty of Senſe, which very frequently aceompanies or 
follows upon the Certainty of Faith, as a 3 
Zante 8 Fruit 


the great Truſtee of Hezven, He received Giſts for | 


\ 


n 2 350 
‚ Fruit of i it, and yet is not of the Nature and: E 

ſeuce of it, becauſe there may be rut, Fan h where 
| there is not this ſenſible or reflex ae. .of 
Grace: and Salvation. The Certainty ot Faung 
| built upon the Word of God, the Record of Ge 
aud Promile of God, which is a Believing, beea! 


God bath ipoken, Pal ix, 6; 250 8 0 God 


43 

a will Jace; 
and in the Funn ot this Word e Promile, be 
ſpeaks with luch Certainty, as it he were alrea- 


dy in Poſſeſſion, Gilead is mine, M.uzffeh is. mine, 
Kc. But now the Certainty of Senle is a. Kuowing 
that we have believed, or the Soul's reflecting, upon 
its own Act of beheving. "The Certainty of Faith 
is like the Certainty that a Man hath of his Mo- 
ney in a good and jufficient Bond, or the Certain- 
that a Man hach of his Eſtate, by a good and fſuf- 
4 — Charter, Tie reſts — 5 his Bonds and 
Charters as good Securities to him: But the Cere 
tainty of Senie-is like the Certaumy that a Man 
hath of his Money, when he is banging) it with his 
Fingers, or taking in his Rents. By the Certainty 
of Faith Abrabam believed, without ſtaggering, be» 
Cauſe be had God's Word of Promiſe tor it; ; but, 
by the Certainty of Senſe he knew it, when he flaw } 
Sar ab a ot his Son Iſaac, and got him in his 
Arms. Now, I ſay, Faith commonly produces 
this ſenſible 3 ſweet and reviving Expe- 
xiences of the Lord's Love to our Souls; and henee 
it comes, that it fills the Mouth with Praiſe. 
The Foxrth Thing was, The Application of the 
Doctrine; and the firſt Ut (hall be of Information, 
This Doctrine informs us, (3.) Of ihe Excelleney 


of the 7 be an excellent f 
e Feud E > Gra : 


Grace, becauſe it embraces * Chriſt; Hence 
i is, that God puts ſuch an Eſtimate upon it, that 
he cares for nothing we do, if that be wanting, 
Mb Faith it ir Jmpoſſuble to pleaſe God; whatever 
rf Faith, is Sin. Suppoſe it were poſſible for 
A2 Man, to attain ſuch a Pitch of Morality, as to be 
touching the Law blameleſs ; yet all his Obedience, 
moral and religious, ſtands for a Cypher in God's 
Reckoning; yea, is like the cutting off a Dog's Neck, 
- and "the offering of Swines Blood upon God's Altar, if 
*Fiich' be wanting.” Thus then I ſay, Faith is an ex= | 
eellent Grace of abſolute Neceſſity, in order to our 
Acceptance before God; only let it be here carefully 
remembred, that tis not the Act ot Faith, but its 
glorious and ever-blefſed Object, Jeſus Chriſt, 
\whom it embraces, that renders us acceptable un- 
to God. In Point of Acceptance, Faith renounces 
its own: Actings, and looks for Acceptance only in 
| © the Beloved ;; it rejoiceth in Chrift Feſus only, and bath 
10 Confidence in the Fleſh. (2.) See, from this 
Docttine, what a happy and privileged Perſon the 
Believer is; he gets Chriſt the Lamb of God in the 
Embraces of his Soul: And, O! What can the mot 
enlarged Heart or Soul of Man wiſh for more. 
This was the One Thing that David deſired, 
Pſal, xxvii. 4. We read of One, in the Goſpel, 
that ſaid to Chrilt, Bleſſed is the Womb that bare thee, 
and the Papes that gave the Suck; to Which Chriſt 
anſwered, N. rather bleſſed are they that hear the 
Word, and keepir, Lake xi, 27, 28. And, who 
— that hear the Word of God, and keep it, 
but Believers, who have him formed in their 
Hearts, and elaſped in the Arms of Faith, for he 
Wat thus bath the Son, bath Life? And, concer- 
ping ſuch, I may fay as die laid, concern ug 
. . a 4 : » b q AF: * Agena, 


„ 
a 


* 
* 


= 
on 


W SN 
"Iſrael, Dems. xxxiii. 24. Happy art thou, O He 
who is like unto thee, OPeople ſaved by the Lord? No». 
tice the Expxeiſion, They are a People alteady 1a- 
ved, They have everlaſting Life; that Day that Chrift 
comes into the Heart, the Salvation of God eomes, 

as tis ſaid to Zacbeus, This Day is Salvation come 
to thy Houſe, (z.) See, from this Doctrine, te 
true Way of Joy and Comfort; perhaps there ma 
be ſome poor Soul going monrning mit ham the Sun, - 
o, O that it were with me,» as in Months 2 ; once 


in a Day, I thought I could ſay, The Candle of the 


Lord ſhined upon my Head ; but, alas now, the Scene 
1s altered, the Comforter that ſhould relieve my 
Soul is far from me, How ſhall I recover my won- 
ted Joy in the Lord ? Well, here is the Way to it, 
go forth out of your ſelves, by a direct Act of Faith; _ 
take Chriſt a-new, in the Embraces of your Souls, 
upon the free Call and Offer of the Goſpel ; and 
with Simeon ye ſhall be made to ble)s God, It 18 
the Wreek of the Comfort of the Generality of 
God's People, in our Day, that they continue po- 
ring within themſelves, upon their Graees, their 
+ Frames, their Experiences, their Attalnments, wi- 
thout going forth, by Faith, unto the Fulnels of 
2 Redeemer, for Relief; and while we do ſo, we 
are Juſt like Mariners at Sea, while they fail a- 
 mohg ſhallow Waters, near the Shoar, they are al- 
ways afraid of ſtriking upon Rocks, or running 
upon Sands, becauſe they want Deepneis of Water; 


I but when they launch forth into the Main- ocean, 


they are delivered of theſe Fears, beipg carried far 
above Rocks and Sands; ſo, while the Believer 
continues. among the ſhallow Waters of his Graces, 
Duties, Experiences and Attainments, he cannot 

an 


* 


j 
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* f 


that ful} Ocean of Grace that is in Chriſt, then 
Fears, Doubts aud Perplexities evaniſh: The Soul 
1s carried up above all theſe, being ſtrong, not in 
the created Grace that is in itſelt, but in the Grace 
that is in Jeſus Chritt, in whom dwells all the 
Fulneis of the God- head. So then, I ſay, it ye would 
ſurmount your Fears, and recover your Joy and 
Comfort in the Lord, fudy to hve by Faith upon 


Ain believing. . (4-) From this Doctrine we may 
gather, What a lighrſome'Place Heaven will be, 
Where the Soul ſhall live in Chriſt's Embraces for 
ever: It the Belicyer's Heart be fo refreſhed, when 
he gets Chritt embraced by Faith, what overpower- 
ing Floods of joy muſt flow upon his Soul, when 
he comes to immediate Fruition, where no Clouds 
ſhall ever inferceptthe Rays of the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneis from him, through an endleis Eternity. 
No Wonder, though ſometimes the Believer break 
forth into ſuch longing Expreſſions, when he thinks 


3 be diſſ ved, and to be with Chrift, which is be, of 
0 Uſe II. May be of Trial, Sirs, you have been in 
the Lemple this Day; I would ask, Have you ſeen 
the Lord s MA. ſiab there? Have you got him like 


Simeon, in the Arms and Embraces of Faith 7. O0! 


ſay ye, How (hall 1 know if I ever had him in my 


. as Marks, | 4½, If ever ye have embraced Chriſt 
Chriſt has embraced you firſt, for there is a mucual 
Embracing bet wixt Chriti and the Believer, and it 


Begins on Chrilts Sade; he firlt grips dhe Soul 2 


389 e 


| | C VF. ; 
the Waters of diyine Grace are but. ebb, while we 
Ray chere, bur when by Faith we launch out, into 


the Son of God, for we.are filled with Foy and Peace ||| 


of immediate Enjoy ment, as that of Paul, I defore | 


Arms? For Anſwer, Take theſe following Things 


Dr . OT INT ERPTRE I RE As 
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his Spirit before the (49) X greps (binds omg 
Phil. iii. 12. 7 felos f. er, if that « Ing 
for which alſo I an e 'Chr 


ft Fejus; O! will 


the Soul ſay, 1 was Lande I:ke a, 150 Sheep, a- | 


mong the Mountains of Vanity, 1 had gone into a 
far Country with the Prodig al, and never had a 
Thought of Chrilt, till he; * his ſovereign Grace, 
gript and drew me, with the Cords of victorious 
Love and Grace, and then my Heart gript and ap- 
prehended him? Never a Soul yet eme really to 
believe in Chriſt, but will be ready to own that 


it was not Free- will, but Free grace that began the 


Work; No Man can come unto me; except the Fat ber 
which hath ſent me dram him. 24h, It ever ye had 
Chrilt really in*the Embraczs of Fach, ye have been 
made to quit the Embraces of other Lovers, Ephraing 
ſhall ſay, What, have I any more to de with Idois ; 5 par- 
ticularly, ye have been made to part with che Law, 


as a Husband, Kom. vii, 4. Te are dead to the Law, — 
by the Body of Cbrift, that ye may be married to a ber- 


ter lui band, even to bim that is raiſed from the 
Dead, O Furs! tis a harder Buſineſs than many 


are awar of, ro make a Divorce between a Sinner 
and the Law, ſo as to make him renounce all Hopes 


of Salvation and Rięhteouineis from that Airth, 
It is much eaſier, to pull his Lults out of his Arms, 
than to pull the Law, as a {fisband, but of his Em- 
braces; and the Reaion of this is plain, becauſe the 
Law gives a Promiſe of Life to chem that obey ir; 
He that doth theſe Things ſhall live in them ; which 


Sin and Luft cannot do, in Regard they varry the | 
Stamp of Hell and Wrath viſibly upon them, to 


the Eye ef a natural Conicience : So that tis muen 
eaſier to convince a Man, that hisSin is an evil Thing, 
than to convince him, chat his Rigttcoufticls 9 


appre end ib | 


þ. | 


| henee Chrifl tells the 


CE 40 ) 1 
| tells the. Phariſees, theſe Self-righteous 
Wret that Publicans and Harlots ſhould eu- 
tet into the Kingdom of God beſoxe them: Pub- 
licans and Harlots, and ſuch Sort, of Perſons, ly more 
open unto the ſhatp Arows of Conviction, than 

Selt-righteous Perſons, who make, as it were, a Bar- 


rieado of the Law it ſelf, and their Obedience to 


it, behind which they ly intrenched and fortified, 
zeainft all the Curſes and Threatnings of the Law, 
axe. denounced againſt them; they ſtill take 
the Law for a Friend, while they obey it as well as 
they can, never dreaming that nothing will ſatisfy 
the Law, but an Obedience that is every Way come 


lete. now I ſay, If eyer ye have embraced 
Chi, 4 — been made to part with the Law as 


* 


2 2 Covenant, and with your own Righteouſneſs by 


the Law, as filthy Rags, ſaying with Paul, J, 
through the Law, am dead to the Law, At the fame 
Time that the Soul quits. the Embraces of the Law, 
28 a Husband, it parts with other Lovers alſo. The 
firſt View of Chrift by Faith, makes all the twin- 
kling Stars of ereated Enjoyments to evaniſh and 
diſappear ; fo that the Soul. joins Iſſue with David, 
Pſal. Ixxiii. 25. Whom: have I in Heaven but Thee 
c. 3dly, If ever Chriſt was in the Embraces of 
thy Soul, thou mayeſt know it, by the deſirable 
Concomitants and Effects thereof; I (ſhall not 
fand upon them, only, in ſa many Words, your 
Eſtimate of Chriſt will be raiſed, For 10 you that he- 
lieve be is precious; your Love to him will be en- 
famed, for Faiob worketh by Love: Your Joy and 
Peace will be increaſed, fer believing we 
Foy unſpeakable, and full of Glory Heart-Holineſs 
will be. promoted, for Faith purifiech the Heart; and, 
in a Word, your Souls will make their * 
N \ 2 W, 
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we rejoice with || 
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we. behold bis G . 


ſhall lory.. N 
th ele of 


Harb 2 
to a 


G Meſſiah, the Son of n the Arms and 
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ruir of it, 1 Uv. i. 30. Saving 
knowledge of God, and the Myſteries of his Cove» 
nant, 2 Cor. iw. 6. The Crown of eternal Glory 
lalt, John ii. 16. All cheſe might be particu - 
ly enlarged on; but I don't inſiſt, but proceed 


mn che Root a 


ions that ſome ma 


to obviace ſome Ot that 8 
this Exhortation. 


àgainſt complying 


y make, 


fekt, I. Some poor Soul may be ready to fay, 
| of mj 
Night and Warrant, to meddle wich. the 5 
am afraid it be bur Preſumption in me, to attempt 
the embracing of fim. Now, for removing any 
loufies of this Nature, I (hall lay before you a 
ot theſe Warrants,” upon which a a inner 
I "ay 1/. Let 

dleſperate and abſolute Neceffiry be your Warrant: 


For 


IF intertain a | Jealouſy 


© able Gift of God; be is ſuch a ere 


we and embrace this Saviour. 


— Ye muſt eicher do or die; there is no Mids, He 
; Bhat bejieveth hall be ſaved ; be that believet 
hall be dee. a nor kind to diſpure the 


Mat- 


ter; there is nd Time, no, not one Moment of 
Lime, wberein à Man is allowed to toſs this Qle- 
ion in his Breaft, after the Revelation of Chriſt to 
Him in the Goſpel; Shall I believe, or ſhall I not ? 
Or if ye will diſpute the Matter, will ye argue, as 


e, if ye fir ſtil 
icion, © without 
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Viſch; but if we go imo the Camp of the Aſſytians, per- 
 adventyre we '(hall live: $0 

this ſintul and miſerable Co 
Aud without Chriſt in the World, we unayoida 
| _ Perith;; but if we throw ourſelves into the Arm 
pf à Redeemer, and upon the Merc b 
Ne 1 pb ved 2 


V in 
God, 


by 


lifkteck up on the Pole of the everlaſting Goſpel; 
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And therefore, L ſay, Let abſoline Neceſſity be your 


in the Arms of Faith, upon the Warrant of the 


very Deſign of his Incarnation; Why is there 


Saviour 1 Why was he manifeſted in the 
Fleth * Upon what Errand was be ſent into the 


fince this is the very Deſign of God, in giving a 
Saviour, that Sinners might be fived by bim; hat 
can be more agreeable unto him, or his Father that 


ſent him, than that a loſt Sinner ſhould embrace 


and receive him? 3dly, Let theReyelation of this 
incarnate Deity, in the glorious Golpel, . be your 
Warrant to embrace and receive him; a bare Reve- 


Warrant. 2th, Vehture to embrace this Saviour J 
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World, but t0 ſeek and ſave rhat which was loſt. Well © 7 


lation of a Saviour, without any more, is enough  - 


ds induce a Sinner to believe in him, Why was 
- | - the brazen Serpent in the Wilderneſs lifted up on 

the Pole, but that every one in the Camp of 1ſrael; 
who were ſtung with the Fiery- ſerpents, might took 
unto it, and be healed ? The very Lifting up of the 
_ Brazen Serpent, was a ſufficient 
"Man to look to it ; So the Son of Man, his bein 


warrants every Man to believe in him, Fob» iii. 14. 

5. 4thly, Beſides. the Revelation of Chriſt, yr 
. a full, free, and ubhampered Offer of him, in 
the external Call of rhe Goſpel; and this directed 
to every Que, without Exception, Iſa. Iv. 1, 2, 3. 
Rev. xxii. 17: Mark, xvi. 15. Prov, viii. 4. Sins, 
we offer a Chriſt to you, and the whole Fulaeſs of 
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Griee and Glory, Merit and Spirit that is in him, 


as the free Gift of God, without the Money and 


Price of your own Works and Qualifications; If - 


ye bring any ſuch Price, to make a Purchaſe of the 
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gen, for your Warrant, IL Zobn iii. 7s is big x 
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to Embrace Chriſt or not, as ye pleaſe ; no, ye 
axe concluded under a Law, fenced with che ſeve- 
elt Penalty, He that believeth not is condemned alrea- 
and the Wrath of God abideth on 7 The um . 
FOG dinner edunteracts the Authority of Hea- 
ruſhes upon Gad's Neck, and the tbiak⁶ 
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abſolute 


4 will be their God, aud they ſhall he wy People ; Ani 


OY ind not . Perſoii; 
which can never be a Warrant of Believing to a- 
as the Apoſtle ſaid to the 
fay I to you, In the Name of ol, the Promi 
I mean, the Promile Weleome ; Who- 
of you believerh, ſpall not oo. This Promile 
made to Believers, .cxeluſively of others, but 
ry one that hears. this Goſpel ; for if 8 
could call none to believe, but ſuch as have _ 
rel, which is molt abſurd. , Well then, let God's 4 
warrant ou to believe. in Chriſt ; 5d 
do not think this ſufficient, take his Promiſe of © 
elcome, ratified with his Oath, -Ezet.-xxx11, x2, 
beſe the Two immutable 7 bi % wherein it is 
Impoſſible for God to lie. — La the indefinite and 
arure of the enant of Grace be your 
Warrant, for embracing the Lord Jeſus, The Co- 


venant of Grace, as it lies in the external D iſpen- 
* - fation of the Goſpel, is conceived in the Farm oc 
| a blank Bond, or teſtamentary Deed, here there 


Room left to every Man, 740 fl up his N 


Hand of Faith; the Strain and Tenor of is, by 


take away the Stony-beart, and Lwill give them a Heart 

of Fleſh; I will: all. chem with clean Water; I will 

52 n Spirit within them ; I will be «I to their 
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hebe rs 1 will ſubdue their Iniquities : Where 
3 the — runs in an indefirie d. * | 

Foal 's Name mentioned, neither any by 3, ZR ex-. | 
claded ; Why, what is the Deſign"of this, hut 
that every Man may be enconraged to' ſabſctibe his || 
Name, or to make Application thereof to his dven 


Foul, in 2 Way of Believing, by Which we axe ſaid 
td tale Hold of Gid's Covenant ? O Sirs! The Coye- 
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on of the Goſpel (for now. I abſitaR from his Teerde e 
, whneh/are'not all the Meaſure or Rule rf 
is juſt like a Rope aaſt in among a Company 


Faith) 
of drowning Men ; he that throws it in, eries to c- 
very one of t to take Hold of the Rope, pro- 


miſing to draw them ſafe to Shore; ſo God, in the 
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Goſpel Diſpenſation, prop6les his Covenant to eye= : 


ry one as a Ground of Faith, aſſuring them, that 
whoſoever takes Held of bis Covenant, and receives 
for 4 Covenant to the 
periſh, but have everlaſting Life. kor 


bis Chriſt, whom he bath given 
People, ſhall not 
the Lord's Sgke, do not put this Rope of Salvation 


away from you, under a Pretence, that ye know 

not if it be deſigned for you: Would ye not reckon 
It ridiculous Madneſs, in any of theſe drowning 
Men now mentioned, to fall a diſputing, Whether 


the Rope were caft in to them, when they are at 
the very Point of ſinking to the Bottom? Would 


Strength and Vigour, without putting any Que- 


ſtion? Now, this is the very Caſe, O Sinner, 
thou art going down to the Pit of eternal Miſery : 
God, by his Miniſters, cries to you, to take Hold 


of his Rope of Salvation: O then! fee that ye re- 
- fuſe not him that ſpeaketh from Heaven, do not 


 Brbly, Let the Welcome that others hath mer with, 

in coming to Chriſt, be youu: Encouragement to 
venture alſo; never any that really 

but they met with a kind Receptio 


they obtained Mercy. Now, the ſame Mercy that 
ſaved them, is as ready to fave you, You don't 


doubt, but Moſes, David, Peter, Paul, and ther 


| Skints that are n in Glory, 


iſpute your. ſelves away from your own Mercy, 


to him, 
| Ask the 
Prodigal Son; ask Mary Hagdalane, Pau, and 
ue what Intertainment they met with from 
this Sayiour ; they will be ready to tell you, That 
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of Faith as ever they had, the ſame God, the ſame 


| lean to, as ever they had 5 and theſe Grounds of 
Faith are ſo firm, that they never diſappointed any 


We T MO 1 n 
rant to believe. Sirs, You have the fame Grounds 


Saviour, the ſame Bible, the ſame Covenant, | the 
Gme Promiſes, the fame Fanhfulneis of God to 


that leaned to them; ànd therefore be encouraged 
to believe, as they dig. OI How will it gall and 
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luꝛeve in Chriſt, which be never had ? * 
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torment unbelieving Sinners in Hell, for ever, 


hen they lee others, who believed upon the ſame 


- Grounds, that were common to them allo, ſitting 


down in the wy ey of Heaven, and themſelves 
but up in utter Darkbeſs, with Devils, and dam- 


ned Spirits, becauſe'of their Unbelief ? And, How 
will the Devil himſelf upbraid Unbelievers in Hell, 


when fallen under the ſame Condemnation with 
himſelf, that they had ſuch fair Warrants to 


Ohiect. II. You bid me embrace Cbriſt, but a- 
he is far away out of my Reach; Chriſt is in 


Heaven, How ſhall I win at him? An ſner, Seeing 
ye cannot come up to Chriſt, Chriſt is eome down ' 


to you; and we bring him near to you, in this 
Word of Salvation, which we breach, 1/a, xlvi. 12. 
13. Hearken to mg, ye ſtout Hearted, that are fa 


8 from Righteouſneſs, 1 bring near my Righteouſneſs, . 


it ſball not be far off, and my Salvation ſhall not tarry : 
And theretore, ſay not in thine Heart, Who ſhall 
Aſcend zulo Heaven, to bring Chriſt down from above? 

er who” [hafl deſcend into the Deep, to bring bin up 
in from the Dead? For the Word is nigh thee, even 


ia thy Mowb, and in they Heart : That is, the Wing | 

Faith, which we preach, Rom, x. 6,7, 8, Sits, | 
Chriſt is in this Goſpel, this Word of Faith, and 
Grace, which 


we, in the Name of God, deliver * 
unte you; and your Faith. muſt terminate imm - 
diately upon this Word, otherwpiſe ye ca never 
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embrace him. As I believe or truſt a Man, by his 
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verbal or wiitten Promiſe; fo I embrace Crit, by - 


the Word of Faith, or-Promifes in the Goſpel. 1 7 9 
me bis Bill, for any Sum of Money, that 


be a ſponſable' Man, reſiding in 4merice, ſhou 
en 
Man and his Money are brought near to me by 


his Bill and Security, which: he ſends me: So here, 


tho* Chriſt be in He tv n,“ aud we upon Earth, yer 


the Word of Fiith, which. we preach, brings him, 1 


his Kingdom, R ghteouſnels, Salvation, and 
Fulneſs nigh unto every one of us, ſo rhat we need 


not afcendimo Heaven, or deſcend into Hell, in queſt 


of him. 


Obet! IM. My Arms have been ſo defiled win 


the Embraces of other Lovers, that I am afraid 
Chriſt will never allow me to embrace him. For 


Anlxer, I only refer you to Feremiah iii. 1, Though 


7% be played the Hirlot with many Lover s yet re- 


turn unto me, ſaith the Lord. Bur ſay ye, My Sins are 
"bighl aggravated. . Anſwer, I/. i. 18. Come and 


rea ſon together, ſairly the Lord, ibo your Sins 


be 4s Scarlet, they ſhall be as white as Snom; tho” they 
be red as Crimſon, they [hall be as Wool. | 


Obel. IV. You bid me embrace him; but alas . 


I want an Arm; I have no Power to embrace him. 
Anſwer, If thou haft a Will ro embrace him, the 
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great Difficulty is over, for there hes the prineipal,. 


Stop; ye will nat come to me that ye might have Life: AF | 


| "Where God gives the Will, he gives alſp 70 do of bis 


enn good Pleaſure, You ſay, you want the Arm to, 
embrace him; then do, as the Man with the wither- | 


ed Hand did, mint to freach it forth, in Obedience 


to the Commandof Chrift : Believing is a Thing” | 
we mult be eſſaying, even before we ein find theSpt> . 
tit of God working it in us effeQually, We ean- 


not pray, we cannot ſanctify the Sabbath, we can» 
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not think a good Thought, till che Spirit gg. I 
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work it, in us, and yet we do not forbear theſe Du- 
ties, becauſe we have no Power to do them; fo, al- 
though we have no Power to believe, yet we ſhould 
3 by trying to believe. The Way that the Spirit of 
_ . God works Faith in the Souls of the Elect, is, by 
making them ſenſible of their own Inability, that 
they may turn the Work over upon his on Hand, 
Who worketh all aur Works in ns, and for us. | 
_ »...,Objef. Laſt. Let me mint at Believing, as much 
81 will, I chall. never be able tog effeR it, if I be 
nat among God's Elect; for · it is only they that are or- 
© dained to eternal Life that de believe. Anſwer. This 
is an ordinary Sophiſm of the grand Enemy of Sal- 
vation, whereby he diſcourages Sinners from belie- 
ving in the Lord Jeſus ; and the Fallacy, or Weak- 
- neſs of it, will eaſily appear, by applying the Ob- 
jection to the ordinary Buſineſs of humane Liſe: 
l When Meat is fer before you, do you decline ro 
take or uſe ir, for this Reaſon, that you do not 
know whether God has ordained it for you? Don't 
ye lay, Meat is for the Ule of Man, and this Meat 
is ſet before me, and therefore 1 will take it. Ye 
don't ſay, I will not plow or (ow my Ground, be- 
* _ "eauſe, F know not if ever God has decreed, that it 
ball bring forth; or I will not go home to my 
"Houſe, becauſe I don't know, if ever God has de- 
erced. I ſhould come the Length. Ye would rec- 
kon a Man mad, or beſide himſelf, who would ar- 
; gue at this Rate, in Affairs of this Nature, Why? 
the Cale is the very fame ;5 as the ſecret Deerees of 
Heaven lyequite out of the Road in the Manage- 
ment of the Affairs oßthis Life, ſo neither are they 
at all to be the Meaſure or Rule of our Actings in 
the great Concerns of Eternity; S:cres Things be- 
Along to the Lord, but. Things that are revealed, to ns 


And our Children: And the Ground of youx Con- 
decumat on at the great, Day, will not be, becauſe ye | 
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it, and ſhall never believe 
of Exhortatio. „ 
I hall eonclude this Diſcourſe, with a ſhorr” 


like Simeon, have got him in the Embraces of hn 
Souls, and who perhaps can ſay, to your ſweer 


formed for himſelfꝰ Ig again, That this 
is the way to have | 

yon, the thankful B:ggar- is belt ſerved at the 
Door, both of God and Man. The Trumpeter loves 
40 ſound where there is an Eccho, which brings 
back the ſound to his Ears; ſo God loves to be- 


That as ye cannot know, that the Meat ſet before 
you, is yours in Poſſeſſion, till ye take it fo neither 
can ye er know, that Chrift was ordained” for 

you, till ye take him into your Poſſeſſion by Faith; 

and therefor® ye muſt believe in Chriſt, beſote ye 
know your Election; otherwiſe ye ſhall never know. 


either, So mueh by way 
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Word to two Sorts of Perſons, Firſt, To you whay 


Experience, with the Spouſe, I have found him whom 


my Soul loveth, + All I ſay ro you, ſhall be com- 
prized in thoſe two or three Words, (1.) O bleſs 
God, as Simeon did, for ſuch a Privilege; let the 
- high Praiſes of God be in your Mouths. I told 
you already of ſeveral Songs, ye have G 


and 
Reaſon to ſing, which I ſhall not ſtand to reſume: 


Only, to engage you to bleſs him, conſider, that 
this is all the Tribute he expects from you. Whe 


will ever bleſs him, if not the People that he has 


leſſings multiplied upon 


ſtow his Bleiſimgs, where he hears of them again 


in Songs of Praiſe and Gratitude. Praiſe 1s the, | 
Woch ot Heaven, through a long Eternity: Now, "2 


the 


ho are bound to that Land afar eff, ſhould 
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be lilping out the Language of the Land, before 
ddey ue there. (.) Haye ye got Chriſ in he 


Mob n 
Arms of your Sonls ? O then, im 


den Seaſon and while: ye are allowed to ride with 
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© Þlds tbem afar df. Beware ot Worldly-mmdedneſs, | 


| $ 7 Iniquity of | 45 
deus bin, Iſa. dvik, 1. Beware 3 


the King, in the Chariot of the Wood of Lebanon, 
improve your Interett wich him, both for your 
ſelves and others; particularly intreat him, That 
be would revive his ewn Work, Which is under 
ſuch a fad Decay in our Land, at this Day; u- 
dy to bring bim in to your Mor her Howſe, and io 


tbe Chambers cf her that conceived. v. (3.) Have 


ve got him in your Arms, then tollow the Spoule's 
ractiſe, Cant. iii. 4. 1 beld bim, and would not let 
g O! keep bim in the Embraces of your 


I = tus Prefence ditpels Clouds, and turus the 
adow | 


Sof Death into the Morning; it is like yl 


to the Chat iot- Wheels of the Soul: Light, Lite, 


Liberty, Peace, Pardon, and Plenty are his continua 


Attendants; aud remember that hs Departure is 


of a very dangerous Contequene? : Lis true, his 


real Preience ſhall never depart, but yet lus qu ek- 


ning, ſirengtheing, and upholding Preſence may be 
ns ee tuch a Degree, that ye 9 
mourning without the Sun; and if through Un- 
tenderneſs ye provoke him to "withdraw, the 
Quarrel may be puflued even t the Gates of Hell, 


0 that ye may be made to ery out, The Arrows of 


the Almighty are wit hin nne, the Poi un thereof drink- 
eth ap my Spirit; nd the Terrors of Gad ſet them- 
felves in Array again me, Job vi. 4. 


And in order to your keeping him in the Em- 
' braces of your Souls, (1.) Beware of every Thing 


that my provoke him to withdraw, particularly be- 
ware of Security, which made bim to withdraw 
from the Spouſe, Cant. v. 3, 6. Verſes compared ; 
Beware of Pride, for God re ſiſteih the Proud, and be- 


of hit Coverouſne fs, I mas wrothy and 


cot 


1 


2 n 8 
Root of Bitterneſs, which cauſes to Wepart the 
living Ge: Dittruſt and Fealowfie is. the Rage of 4 5 


o 


Man, much more is it provoking unto God. U 
der the Law, God appointed Porters to keep Watch 

at the Door of the Temple, that nothing might be 
tuffgred to enter, whieh might defile the dwelling © . 
Place of his Name: Thy Soul and Body, Believe, 
is che Temple of Cod; efore guard agaloit every 
Thing that may defite the ſame. (2.) H ye would' © 
hold Chriſt in the Embraces of your Souls, keep / _ 
Grace in a lively Exerciſe ; for theſe are the Spike= 
nerd and Spicts, that Jend ont a fragrant Smell for Hig | 
Entertainment. Keep the Arm ot Fanh- continually 
about him; let the Fire of divine Love burneon- 
tinually upon the Altar of thy Heart; let che Am 
chor of. Hope be fixed within the Vail: Let the 
Fountain of evangelical Repentance be fill run 
ing, and. under your greatett Attainments be hum 
ble, and take Care to ſet the Crown upon Chriſts 
Head, ſaying, "Not anto ur, not wnro ut, but 4% thy  * ® 
Name be the Glory. 07. Ly Tg + 

The ſeeond Sort of Perſons I would ſpeak a little 
to, are theſe, who perhaps are complaining of , His" 

dings and Withdrawings, and are perhaps ſaying, * 

I came to the Temple, to ſee if I could ger 
Chrift in my Arms, but I am difappoinred ; yea, 
Matters are come that Length with me, that lam 
ready to raze Foundations, and to eonelude that! 
am an utter Stranger to him. All I have to offer 
to you, ſhall be compriſed in theſe two or thite - 
| Things, with which I conclude; (1.0 Allow me 
to ask, it there be not a Void and Emptineſs in th, 
Fleart, which the whole Creation eannot fill, tilt | 
Chriſt himſelf come and fill u? Are not Ordinances, + - 
Minifters, Word and Wrament, empty without 
hun, like dry Breaſts? Ins, Thou art not al?⸗- 
together a Stranger to him; and therefore do nog © _ 

1 n "ER cs, Si 


* A 


> . 
| 4 


| 4 


| entertain\batſh Nane of Ay fue thy Caleis | 


As all unpreced 1 What think ye of David, 

al. 13. Aſepb, Pjal. 77. Heman, 82 88. Tea, 

0. Chriſt himſelf, who, 4 the withdrawing 
of his Father's Love, was made to utter that Heart» 
rending Cry, My God, my God, why haſt thonafor> 


iding Lord will return again; Weeping may en- 
dure for a Night, but joy cometh in the Morning, 
Pſal. 30. 4, 5. I/. 54. 7, 8. The very Breathings | 
and Longings of thy Soul after him, are a Pledge « 
of his Return; for be ſatisfieth the longing Soul, and 


aten me? (2.9 Know, for thy Comfort, that th 


Flleeh the bungry Soul with Goodneſs. (3.9 2 * 


ye cannot get F Chrif himſelf embraced, 
embrace his Word of Promiſe, as the Old. 
ment Saints did, Heb, 11. 13. As 2 loving Wie + 
* lay the Letters of her a ent Husbahd in ber 
cafly and per haps kiſs his Hand-writ: So lay 
the ſweet Promiſes of thy beſt Husband in th 


Boſom, and berween thy Breaſts, until he himſelf 


return. (4. ) Maintain your Claim unto him on 
the Ground of the Covenant, when ye cannot 
maintain it upon a Ground of Senſe; as a Wife will 
maintain her Relation to her Husband, tho he be 
both angry and abſent. The Lord loves to have his 
. threaping Kindneſs, and maintaining their 
Claim upen t Marriage- Contract of the new 
22. 11. when they walk in Darkneſs, and ſet no 
7 IIa. 50. 10. and ſuch a Carriage as this, 
r lands in a hap 
and the Souls of his Peo 
ſealin 


z for, — Ns, 


bs | 


Meeting berwixt Chrit} 


Ls 


i " 


} | 


